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f are again made one, without, as I hope, any prejudice to the results

*  and the success of my work.   Your Excellency, however, touches
6 on some other very weighty changes, which the piece has undergone

*  from your hands; and these, in respect of myself, I feel to "be so
' important, that I shall beg to explain my mind at some length re-
' garding them.    At the outset, then, I must honestly confess to you,

*  I hold the projected transference of the action represented in my
' play to the epoch of the Landfried, and the Suppression of Pri-
f vate Wars, with' the whole accompaniment which it gains by this
1 new position, as infinitely better than mine; and must hold it so,
1 although the whole piece should go to ruin thereby.   Doubtless it
1 is an objection, that in our enlightened century, with our watchful
' police and fixedness of statute, such a reckless gang should have

*  arisen in the very bosom of the laws, and still more, have taken
' root and subsisted for years : doubtless the objection is well founded,
' and I have, nothing to allege against it, but the license of Poetry to
' raise the probabilities of the real world to the rank of true, and its
6 possibilities to the rank of probable.

1 This excuse, it must be owned, is little adequate to the objec-
' tion it opposes. But when I grant your Excellency so much (and

*  I grant it honestly, and with complete conviction), what will follow ?

*  Simply that my play has got an ugly fault at its birth, which fault,
1 if I may say so, it must carry with it to its grave, the fault being
i interwoven with its very nature, and not to be removed without
' destruction of the whole.

' In the first place, all my personages speak in a style too modern,
i too enlightened for that ancient time. The dialect is not the right
' one. That simplicity so vividly presented to us by the author of
1 Gfotz von BerlicMngen, is altogether wanting. Many long tirades,
' touches great and small, nay entire characters, are taken from the
t aspect of the present world, and would not answer for the age of
' Maximilian. In a word, this change would reduce the piece into
c something like a certain woodcut which I remember meeting with
' in an edition of Virgil. The Trojans wore hussar boots, and King

*  Agamemnon had a pair of pistols in his belt.    I should commit a

* crime against the age of Maximilian, to avoid an error against the
' age of Frederick the Second.